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Sec. 2. Schedule. The Working Group
should complete its work to the greatest ex-
tent possible and report to the Congress
within 1 year.

Sec. 3. Membership. (a) The Working
Group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) Archivist of the United States (who
shall serve as Chair of the Working Group);

(2) Secretary of Defense;
(3) Attorney General;
(4) Director of Central Intelligence;
(5) Director of the Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation;
(6) Director of the United States Holo-

caust Memorial Museum;
(7) Historian of the Department of State;

and
(8) Three other persons appointed by the

President.
(b) The Senior Director for Records and

Access Management of the National Security
Council will serve as the liaison to and attend
the meetings of the Working Group. Mem-
bers of the Working Group who are full-time
Federal officials may serve on the Working
Group through designees.

Sec. 4. Administration. (a) To the extent
permitted by law and subject to the availabil-
ity of appropriations, the National Archives
and Records Administration shall provide the
Working Group with funding, administrative
services, facilities, staff, and other support
services necessary for the performance of the
functions of the Working Group.

(b) The Working Group shall terminate 3
years from the date of this Executive order.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 11, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 13, 1999]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 14.

Remarks at the State Dinner
Honoring President Menem
January 11, 1999

Good evening. Welcome to the White
House and to this wonderful dinner. As you

can see, we had so many people who wanted
to be here, who love Argentina and respect
you, Mr. President, that we’re in more than
one room tonight. But we’re all happy to be
here, and Hillary and I welcome you all.

Mr. President, we hope that we have, in
some small way, repaid the hospitality you
showed us during our unforgettable visit to
Argentina in October of 1997. At our dinner
in Buenos Aires, I cited the memory of
Domingo Sarmiento, who loved the United
States, but who complained that we ate our
meals far too fast—often in 5 minutes or less.
[Laughter] Tonight I hope our guests from
Argentina will see that we value constructive
criticism. [Laughter] This will be a long, lei-
surely meal. [Laughter]

The friendship between our two peoples
reaches back to our earliest days as sister re-
publics. In fact, our first envoy to Buenos
Aires was sent well before there was a nation
called Argentina. In 1810, as Joel Poinsett
was leaving to take up his post in Argentina,
he was instructed by the State Department
to ‘‘promote the most friendly relations’’ be-
tween us, and remember that all nations lie
under—and I quote—‘‘a common obligation
to maintain that system of peace, justice, and
good will which is the only source of happi-
ness for nations.’’

Mr. President, those words are still a good
description of our warm, rich, friendly rela-
tions. We share aspirations old and new, to
deepen democracy, to strengthen justice, to
educate our children, to preserve and en-
hance what we have inherited from our de-
scendants, and to give other peoples a chance
to live as peacefully and as prosperously as
possible at the dawn of this new century.

Now, there are certain disputes we will
never resolve—like which country has the
better beef—[laughter]—or whose cooks
have better mastered the ancient art of bar-
becue. [Laughter] But as we approach the
200th anniversary of our official relation-
ships, our friendship has never been strong-
er. We have a common enthusiasm for the
future and a common parallel in our history:
two nations generously blessed; blessed by
nature, blessed by hard-working immigrants
eager to build a better life.

Mr. President, I know how much this leg-
acy means to you personally. It says a great
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deal about Argentina that a child of Syrian
immigrants would grow up to be its Presi-
dent. It is remarkable to consider how far
you have come and how far the nation has
come under your leadership in the last 9
years.

Over the last decade, the world has under-
gone a remarkable transformation. No where
has it been more dramatic or complete than
in the Americas, where Argentina has led by
its example at home and its commitment
abroad to freedom and democracy, to peace
and prosperity. A great deal of the credit for
South America’s achievements and for its
promise belongs with the man we honor this
evening.

Borges once wrote a poem about our great
18th century theologian, Jonathan Edwards.
It included this line: ‘‘Today is tomorrow and
yesterday.’’ Tonight let us remember the best
days of our past and plan even better days
yet to come. But first, let us enjoy an unhur-
ried dinner together. [Laughter]

I ask you to join me in a toast to the Presi-
dent and to the people of Argentina.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:33 p.m. on the
State Floor at the White House. The transcript
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of President
Menem.

Remarks Following the
Entertainment at the State Dinner
Honoring President Menem
January 11, 1999

President Clinton. Well, we want to say,
first of all, thank you to our wonderful musi-
cians, our magnificent dancers. I will never
look at you again in quite the same way, Rob-
ert. [Laughter]

We are very grateful to you, and I hope,
Mr. President, you feel a little more at home.
Thank you, again.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to actor Robert Duvall. The transcript
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of President
Menem.

Remarks Announcing the
Lands Legacy Initiative
January 12, 1999

Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank
you, ladies and gentlemen, for that welcome.
Thank you, Jean Mason, for taking the tour
with us and for the work you do with the
neighborhood association. Thank you, Mr.
Mayor, for showing up here today and being
with us.

Jean was telling us that a lot of the school-
children in Washington, DC, come to the Ar-
boretum every year on tours. I hope your
presence here and her remarks here will lead
even more of the city’s children to find their
way to this remarkable place.

I’d like to thank Thomas Elias for the tour
that he gave the Vice President and me and
Jean today. And I thank Secretary Babbitt
for his strong leadership for the environment,
especially in the area that we’re discussing
today, and Deputy Agriculture Secretary
Rich Rominger and the other representatives
here from the Agriculture Department, the
Commerce Department, the EPA.

And I want to thank Theodore Roosevelt
IV for being faithful to his family and his
national heritage, in all the wonderful work
he’s done. And I’d like to say just a special
word—I see my good friend Senator Gaylord
Nelson out there—people in public life have
periodic chances to make an impact that will
last far beyond their own lives. I think Sen-
ator Nelson certainly has.

Six and a half years ago, in the summer
of 1992, in the late spring, when I first talked
to Al Gore about joining the ticket in the
’92 election, this—what we’re here to do
today—this is one of the things that I talked
to him about. And I said, ‘‘I want you to come
help me. There are things you know more
about than I do.’’ We differ on how many
and what they are. [Laughter] But anyway,
I said, ‘‘You know, there are things you know
more about than I do.’’ And I said, ‘‘We can
make a difference that will last forever, for
as long as the United States lasts.’’ And he
has been faithful to that in this administra-
tion. And I’m very grateful to him.

I also want to thank George Frampton for
the work that he has done to put this proposal
together.
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